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This checklist is
designed specifically
for Californians who
want to ensure their
families are fully
protected and prepared
for the future.

11 Essential Action Steps

ENHANCED

and insights to
protect your
family and
secure your
peace of mind.
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Designate a Guardian for Your
Children

Action Tip: Confirm with the person you’ve chosen that
they are willing to take on this role and understand your
values.

Insight: Without a legal designation, the court decides
who raises your children without your input, which may
not align with your wishes.

Will vs. Trust – Which is Best?

Action Tip: Choose a trust for more control over when
and how assets are distributed (e.g., at age milestones).

Insight: Trusts can avoid probate, saving time, money,
and keeping your family’s affairs private.
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Protect Your Assets

Action Tip: List all assets—home, retirement accounts,
savings—and update beneficiary designations.

Insight: Did you know certain assets like retirement
accounts can bypass your will? Ensuring they're
properly assigned avoids unnecessary delays.

Health and Financial Decisions

Action Tip: Assign someone you trust as your healthcare
agent and your financial agent.

Insight: Advance Healthcare Directives and financial
Powers of Attorney prevent family conflicts during
emergencies and ensure your preferences are honored.
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Life Insurance and Education Funding

Action Tip: Check if your life insurance coverage
includes both living expenses and future needs like your
children’s education.

Insight: Including life insurance and savings plans in
your estate plan ensures your children are financially
protected for the long term.

Inheritance Planning for Your Children

Action Tip: Set clear instructions for how and when your
children or heirs will receive their inheritance, including
any age milestones or conditions you want in place.

Insight: Without clear inheritance instructions, assets
could be distributed outright when your children turn
18, which may not align with your intentions. A trust
allows you to control the timing and purpose of
distributions, such as for education or major life events.
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Don’t Forget Your Digital Estate

Action Tip: List all your digital accounts (banking, social
media, email) and decide who will manage them.

Insight: Many people overlook digital assets, causing
confusion for loved ones. Secure online access is
crucial in today’s world.

Regular Updates

Action Tip: Review your estate plan after life events like
having another child, buying a house, or job changes.

Insight: Life changes quickly, and your estate plan
should reflect those updates to avoid complications.
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Avoiding Family Conflicts

Action Tip: Communicate your plan with close family
members to avoid misunderstandings.

Insight: Family disputes often stem from
miscommunication. Clear planning helps prevent
future disagreements.

Legal Planning for College-Bound Kids
Action Tip: Set up an Advance Healthcare Directive,
HIPAA Authorization, and Financial Power of Attorney
for your college-bound child, so you can assist with
important decisions in case of an emergency.

Insight: Once your child turns 18, you no longer have
automatic access to their medical or financial
information. These documents ensure you can step in
and help with critical decisions if needed.
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Best Estate Planning
Attorneys

Estate planning isn’t just a set of legal documents—it’s one of the
most meaningful gifts you can give to your family. Through
meticulous planning and personalized strategies, we can help
protect your family’s future, manage your assets, minimize taxes,
and avoid the complications of probate. 

ENHANCED ESTATE PLANNING CHECKLIST

Get Ready for Professional Guidance

Action Tip: Gather important documents like property
titles, insurance policies, and financial statements so
you’re prepared to work with an estate planning
attorney.

Insight: Being organized allows your attorney to guide
you through the process efficiently, ensuring that all
legal details are addressed and your family is fully
protected.

Ready to Protect Your Family’s Future?

Call Now for Your Free Consultation
(858) 758-4233

tel:8587584233

